Ramifications of late luteal phase dysphoric disorder diagnosis.
This article examines the major clinical, sociological, and research implications associated with the diagnosis of late luteal phase dysphoric disorder (LLPDD) as currently defined in the DSM-III-R Appendix A, the diagnostic handbook used to define psychiatric disorders. Evidence supports use of this diagnosis, albeit with strict adherence to the criteria. The recognition, use, and impact of the LLPDD diagnosis as a women's health care issue is discussed.